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From the Yodel King to the internet’s Yodeling Kid: just how did this “unarticulated singing” travel
from Alpine regions to America and the rest of the world? And what about yodelling today?
Christoph Wagner sets off in search of its traces and new directions.
Primarily associated with Alpine regions, yodelling is also found in the rainforests of Cameroon, in
the Balkans, the Arctic Circle, Georgia and the USA. Around the world, its origins are the same:
since it resonates more loudly than a normal call, yodelling was traditionally used for
communication over large distances in remote areas. As an art form, it lives on.
Following intensive archive-based research, and armed with a wealth of photos and illustrations,
Christoph Wagner follows the paths taken by yodelling as it spread across the globe. He examines
the growth of its popularity and describes the oddball shows performed by folklore groups travelling
America, targeting homesick emigrants and laying the foundation of the yodelling boom of the
1930s.
For some years now, yodelling has enjoyed a surprising revival in jazz, avantgarde and new folk
music. Christophe Wagner also traces this development, presenting the work of experimental vocal
artists like Erika Stucky and Christian Zehnder, who see yodelling as a vehicle for networking
different cultures.
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Christoph Wagner was born in southern Germany in
1956. He worked as a village schoolteacher in the
Swabian Alps before turning to writing. Since 1982 he
has been a freelance music journalist and historian as
well as radio and book author. His extensive
collection of historical photos of musicians from
around the world constitutes the World Music Picture
Archive. With over twenty LP and CD productions to
his name, Wagner has twice received the German
Record Critics’ Award. His most recent book
publications are Der Klang der Revolte (The sound of
revolt, 2013) and Träume aus dem Untergrund
(Dreams from the underground, 2017). Christoph
Wagner lives in Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, UK.
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